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The questions

Biodiversity informatics is a young field, with the earliest
citation of the term only 12 years ago (Schalk, 1998). As
a consequence, the field is still at an early stage in its de-
velopment, and is evolving and extending, and developing
its own literature and its own frameworks. However, in our
view, the field appears to be growing in a void of overarch-
ing, motivating scientific questions, effectively making it a
set of technologies in search of questions to address. That
is, unlike other relatively new fields (e.g. phyloinformat-
ics), biodiversity informatics currently exists without ma-
jor, guiding goals that represent intellectual frontiers and
challenges. This gap., we fear. leaves the field without a
framework for effective thinking.

We do not purport to identify the questions for biodi-
versity informatics as a field in this commentary. Rather,
we hope to propose ideas that can stimulate discussion of
what these questions can be. Perhaps the broadest suite
of goals for the field is not particularly difficult to envi-
sion ... something along the lines of understanding the
behaviour of evolving lineages across 7=~ =~~~ ko=

Correspondence to: A. Townsend Peterson.

ACKERLY, D.ID. 2003, Cofnmunity assembly, niche conservatism, JANIES, D., HLLL, A., GUrRaLNICK, R., HABIB, F., WALTARI,

tvpe, genotype, environments, and biotic interactions ... in
essence, the challenge of understanding ‘space, time, and
form’ (Croizat, 1962; Nelson & Platnick, 1981). This state-
menf, however, is so broad as to be almost uninformative,
as it/covers much of biology!

s a consequence, we offer this commentary on the
prgsent and future of the field of biodiversity informatics, as
well as on its potential to grow and extend strategically as a
discipline of inquiry. We envision biodiversity informatics

a vibrant field of inquiry with the potential to "nucleate’
ew ideas and novel insights into some of the most interest-
ng and important current challenges in organismal biology.,
going farther afield even than the big questions in systemat-
ics (Cracrafi, 2002). Nonetheless, we see the current lack of
guiding copceptual frameworks as retarding the advance of
the field, with the potential to sideling it completely in terms
of serioud scientific relevance, ultimately turning it into a
series of fechnological initiatives whose utility will forever
be in th¢ future. We hope that those researchers in related
fields, ywho share a vision of a rich conceptual framework
igdiversity informatics, will step up to the challenge,
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Devﬁn.frmn, Expected Benefits and Challenges
&
[. INTRODUCTION

-Government has become an emergent
emultidisciplinar}r field of research [I]:
Government 1s relatively a new research area [2].

Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs)
to provide better public services to citizens an
businesses [3]. More simple definition come from
Heeks, he sail
Information Tech
organizations [9].

Because of its relation

logy (IT) by public sector

ath IT, then most people

This ol V

from the

CONCLUSIONS

This paper has shown that
research using hermeneutic can b

Government

research can give some consideration to

Government researcher.

that e-Government 1s the use of

ualitative interpretiv
conducted in the
information systems research, especrally in the e-
research. The methodolo

e-Livestock. Maybe we will find it hard, because this
1s a relatively new term in e-Government [10].
Therefore, the appropriate e-Livestock definition is
required. The definition should also be specific to a
country, because the characteristics of each country i1s
differs. Those definitions will affect the next steps in
the implementation of e-Livestock in the country.
Ramadhan and Sensuse have tried to define the e-
ivestock 1n general [10]. Then Ramadhan er. al. has
canducted a research to formulate the e-Livestock
ition for Indonesia [11].

In \this paper, the definition of e-Livestock for
donesia, which has been formulated in [11], will be
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Government system that 1s mandatory for the
identification, registration, documentation, and
traceability of cows in Indonesia, starting from birth to  [5]
death™.
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